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INSTITUTIONAL RESEARCH
UPDATES:

ACCREDITATION

The Assessment Dr. Catherine Webb resigned effective 10/31/2023

Interim Vice President; ACCJC Staff  Liaison for COM-FSM

COOPERATIVE RESEARCH AND EXTENSION

UPDATES: COOPERATIVE 

RESEARCH AND EXTENSION

AGRICULTURE AND FOOD SECURITY PROGRAMS 

Ten nurseries for plants have been established on Tonoas and two in Fefan in 
Chuuk through the program. A nursery to support the home gardening program 
at Xavier High School has also been established. Twenty clients have established 
their home garden. Fifty-seven home gardens have been established at the 
households in Pohnpei and ten demonstration gardens have been established in 
the communities. 


Home gardens are the main source of  food and sometimes income for the island 
communities. Improving them is critical to attain poverty reduction targets and 
food security objectives. Home gardens are integrated into family life. Studies 
indicate home gardens play a major role in reducing food insecurity when nutrient 
rich foods are readily available to the families. The most fundamental social 
benefit of  home gardens stems from their direct contributions to household food 
security by increasing availability, accessibility, and utilization of  food products. 
Families who grow their own food are more likely to eat fresh produce than 
families who do not. 


In Pohnpei, CRE carried out various activities to address the issue of  insufficient 
local food production and food insecurity. These activities included practical 
training, overseeing demonstration gardens, providing technical assistance to 
clients, conducting surveys, delivering pretest and posttest sessions, offering 
individual consultations, and facilitating group discussions. The purpose of  these 
activities was to educate and engage different stakeholders such as primary 
schools, government and private sectors, prisons, the disability department, youth 
groups, households, and communities. By focusing on topics like seed 
germination, transplanting, commercial fertilizer application, composting, hands-
on pollination, and harvesting, the program aimed to promote crop production 


JANUARY 15, 2024 MARCH 11, 2024

IEQA worked with Instructional Affairs and with FSM National DOE to report data on 
teacher education programs as required by Title II of the Higher Education Act with 
focus on Sections 205 to 208 on teacher education.


An Award Action Request (AAR) is being prepared to be submitted to the 
Connecting to Minority Communities (CMC) grant for change of scope and a 
revised budget to include purchase of Starlink dishes for use at COM-FSM campus 
sites.
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Photo:Plaques and certificates given to former President’s 

During the President’s Award Ceremony.



